
 
 

May 2016
Welcome 

 

 
 

Welcome to any new parents and pupils 

who have joined us during the last two 

months. We hope you are settled in and 

enjoying the local environment and 

opportunities to explore the area. 
 

Diary of forthcoming events 
 

 
May 

16
th

 – Head of Schools Visit  

16
th

 – Librarian to see P7’s  

17
th

 – English Dept to see P7’s  

17
th

 – Nursery Staff Meeting 

17
th

 – 3.15pm – 3.45pm  AWS 

Meeting in School Hall 

17
th

 – Kwik Cricket Tournament – 

Forres  

18
th

 – New P1 Induction Wk 4  

19
th

 May – School  closed to all pupils 

– InSet for staff 

20
th

 May – School closed to all pupils 

– InSet for staff 

23
rd

 May – Health Week 

24
th

 May – Health Week 

24
th

 May – Potted Sports – pupils only 

25
th

 May – Health Week 

26
th

 May – Health Week 

27
th

 May – Health Week 

27
th

 May - Picnic on the Green 

27
th

 May – Assembly – Rev Louis – 

pupils only  

30
th

 May – Support Staff meeting  

30
th

 May – Teaching Staff Meeting 

30
th

 May – Parent/Pupil Games Night 

31
st
 May – Chat and Chill 9.00am – 

10.15am – all parents welcome 

 

June 

1
st
 June – New P1 Induction Wk 5,  

1
st
 June – National Transitions Officer 

Presentation at Lossiemouth High 

School 6.00 – 9.00pm  

2
nd

 June – Open Afternoon 

2
nd

 June – Interschool Sports  

3
rd

 June – P3N – Class assembly – 

Parents Welcome 9.15am  

8
th

 June – New P1 Induction Wk 6  

8
th

 June – New Nursery Pupil  – Parent 

Meeting 9.00am 

9
th

 June – Nursery Staff Meeting  

10
th

 June – P2LW – Class Assembly – 

Parents Welcome 9.15am  

10
th

 June – Quality Improvement 

Officer visit to school 

13
th

 June – TLC – Teaching Staff 

14
th

 June – School Sports Day 1.15pm 

TBC weather permitting 

15
th

 June – P7 at Forres Academy 

16
th

 June – P7 at Forres Academy 

16
th

 June – HT meeting at Kinloss 

17
th

 June – P2D Assembly – Parents 

Welcome 9.15am 

17
th

 June – P7’s at Culbin 

17
th

 June – PSG Summer fayre from 

2.45/3.15pm – 5.00pm  

20
th

 June – Parent Council meeting 

5.15pm 

21
st
 June – Nursery – Berry picking 



24
th

 June – P1’s Class assembly – 

Parents Welcome  9.15am 

27
th

 June – Nursery Graduation – 

Parents welcome 9.15am  

30
th

 June – P7 Leavers assembly 

9.15am – Parents Welcome 

30
th

 June – School closes for summer 

break at 2.15pm for all pupils.  

 

August 

15
th

 August – School open for Staff 

training – no pupils  

16
th

 August – School and Nursery 

reopen for pupils 8.45am and 8.55am 

as appropriate.  

 

Eco Council – Pupil Council 

 

 
 

Both groups continue to meet and 

support and advise the school 

management on what changes are 

required to better serve the pupil need. 

Many are concerned with litter and 

they are highlighting this during the 

term with a poster campaign. Pupils 

again brought up the issue of parents 

and pupils cycling in the playground at 

the start/end of school day. All 

reminded no cycling inside the school 

gates! 

 

Parent Night 

 

 
 

Thanks to all who came along and 

supported their child/ren at these 

evenings. Thanks for the valuable 

feedback as well. 234 parents 

requested an appointment that is 87% 

of the school. Of those 234, 231 

attended, of those 201 pupils attended 

with their parents.   

 

31 parents returned the evaluation form 

and most comments were positive 

around the survey. One respondent felt 

they needed longer with the teacher 

and two parents indicated they had no 

time to read the school newsletter. 

Most indicated they were aware of the 

variety of opportunities offered by the 

school for parent involvement through 

Chat and Chill, Class Assemblies, 

Open Afternoons, Parent Helpers for 

Trips etc  

 

Again our thanks for taking the time to 

respond. It does help us ensure that 

what we are providing is meeting your 

needs as well as offering opportunities 

for closer working relationships.  

 

Pupil Voice 

 

 
 

As part of the school audit activities all 

pupils from P4 – P7 have been 

involved in some discussions around 

the learning and social elements of the 

school. The plan for the next step is to 

complete a further activity towards the 

end of May, start of June and then 

hopefully involve the P1 – P3 classes 

in a similar exercise either in June or at 

the start of next session.  

 

Parent Council 

 

 
 

The Parent Council continue to meet 

and are still working on supporting the 

school in arguing for safety measures 



along the footpath at the main exits 

from the school grounds. This has been 

raised previously as pupils often leave 

the school and go straight on to the 

main road without ensuring that it is 

clear and traffic is at a distance. The 

PC have also continued to support the 

school in developing and taking 

forward the annual Improvement Plan.  

 

Chat and Chill 

 
 

The last event was well attended and 

parents were invited to participate in a 

similar exercise as pupils had done to 

gain an idea of what was good and 

what needs work done in relation to the 

school.  

 

The next Chat and Chill will take place 

on Tuesday 31
st
 May from 9.00am to 

10.15am on the stage. This is open to 

all parents of pupils who attend 

Kinloss and we provide tea, coffee, 

fresh fruit and cakes to encourage you 

to enjoy the opportunity to participate 

in the life and work of the school.  

  

Netball Team 

 

 
 

The school netball team working with 

Miss Robb have competed in a number 

of friendly games over the last two 

months and won all but one of their 

games. The team continue to develop 

their skills and team work and are a 

credit to the school. Thanks to Miss 

Robb and parents for supporting.  

 

 

School Choir 

 

 
The school choir consisting of over 40 

members have been busy as well. The 

choir under the instruction of Mrs 

O’Shane and Miss Laurie were part of 

the Sing for Syria event held to support 

fundraising at St Leonards Church last 

week. The choir’s performance was the 

highlight of the evening and praise 

came from all parts of the audience. A 

special thanks to staff and parents who 

supported the choir by transporting and 

attending the event. Again super work 

in representing the school.  

 

Head of Service Visit 

 

 
 

We were delighted to welcome Mrs 

Vivienne Cross to Kinloss this week as 

part of her school visits agenda. Mrs 

Cross took time to visit all classes and 

speak with children and see the 

learning that is going on across the 

school. We had some P7 pupils on 

hand to give Mrs cross a tour as well as 

two very able P7’s who were filming 

some of the interaction in the classes as 

she went round the school. 

 

Film Making 

 

 



 

As those who attended some of our 

parent events will know we have a film 

maker working with groups of pupils 

from P6 and p7 carrying on work that 

we started last year. The group 

working with Mr Flood this term are 

creating a short film clip from across 

the school to welcome people into our 

school community. Once the filming is 

complete the pupils will be trained in 

editing and creating music layover to 

ensure that the finished piece is of 

good quality. It is hoped that once 

complete this will be part of the school 

website resources.  

 

Football Training 

 

 
 

We have for the last few years been 

fortunate to have two older pupils from 

Forres Academy volunteer to coach 

our after school football teams and 

support them in competition. This term 

the two pupils have finished and are 

focussed on their exams so Mr Lunan 

is running the football for a couple of 

weeks then we will finish for summer. 

We have approached Forres Academy 

to see if there are any senior pupils 

who will take this on next session and 

will keep pupils informed.  We would 

like to thank the two pupils for their 

effort and time over the last year we 

are sure that pupils and parents 

appreciate very much that input.  

 

Kwik Cricket 

 

 
P6 are currently receiving input into 

Kwik Cricket and this will culminate 

with a Kwik Cricket festival at Forres 

Cricket Club on the 17
th

 May when 10 

pupils will compete in friendly games 

against the other Forres Primary 

Schools.  

 

Parent Games Night 

 

Due to other events the games night 

has been rescheduled to the 30
th

 May 

2016. This event is for parents and 

pupils and is a family event when 

pupils and parents compete against 

each other in a number of physical 

activities. Further details will be 

circulated before the event.  

 

InSet Days 

 

 
Just a reminder that the school is 

closed to all pupils on Thursday and 

Friday the 19
th

/20
th

 May and will be 

open as usual from Monday 23
rd

 May. 

This is the last school closure before 

the end of the term.  

 

Health Week 

 
Many of you will be aware of the 

upcoming Health Week that 

commences on the 23
rd

 May. During 

Health Week learning and activities 



continue to happen but with a greater 

focus on health and well being. There 

will be a culmination of the week on 

Friday the 27
th

 at lunchtime and all 

parents are encouraged over the course 

of the week to support in any activities 

that they feel able to get involved with.  

 

Class DoJo 

 

 
A large number of parents have 

indicated that they find this app a most 

valuable tool and an easy way to keep 

up with how their child/ren are doing 

at school on a daily basis. If you have 

not accessed it as yet we would 

encourage you to try and see what you 

think. Pupils are working hard to make 

the most of their learning and want to 

share this with parents. 

 

P7 Transition 

 

 
Our P7’s will continue their transition 

to Forres Academy during the month 

of June when they head across for two 

full days on the 15
th

 and 16
th

. This will 

be followed with a day of activities at 

Culbin on the 17
th

 after cycling from 

their base schools. On Saturday 18
th

 

June there will be the P7 Family Day 

at Forres Academy for the pupils and 

their family when they get the chance 

to meet with other staff and agencies 

who support the school.  

 

PSG 

 

 
 

The PSG continue to work hard to 

support the school and the next event 

will be the Summer fayre which is 

scheduled for Friday 17
th

 June. The 

event will take place in the main 

playground, weather permitting. If it is 

not good then we will be in the hall. 

There will be a wide range of stalls and 

opportunities for you to support the 

school. If you can support the PSG 

with the event please let them or the 

school office know as soon as possible. 

The next PSG meeting will be 31
st
 

May at 10.15am on the stage.  

 

Golden Time/House System 
 

 
 

We promote and celebrate success through 

our Golden Boards which are displayed in 

the lower corridor at the side of the PE 

Hall. 

Challenge Time activity for all pupils 

supports positive behaviours and attitudes 

across the school. House Points continue 

to be an achievable option for all pupils 

here in Kinloss and we would hope that 

parents and friends will continue to 

support this initiative when in the school 

or its environments. Most classes are  

using Class Dojo as a rewards scheme to 

promote and praise positive behaviours. 

Pupils can access this in school or share 

with parents at home using the internet. 
All parents have their own individual 

log on which the class teachers will 

have given via pupils.  
 

School Uniform 

 



 
 

Please Note jeans and fashion shoes and 

accessories are not part of Kinloss 

Primary uniform. Parents are requested to 

ensure pupils are in the expected uniform 

at all times apart from specific dress down 

or activity days where teachers have 

suggested appropriate alternative dress. 

Pupils wearing makeup and nail varnish 

will be asked to remove it.  
 

 

Credit Union 
 

 
 

Just a small reminder that the school 

operates a Credit Union weekly to 

encourage pupils to save on a regular 

basis. This facility is available to all 

families and staff from the Credit Union. 

They are in school from 10.30am until 

11.00am on a Wednesday. The Credit 

Union offer a one on one Credit audit for 

parents in complete confidence. Posters 

are in the window giving details. The 

Credit Union are also paying out their 

dividends this term so any child who has 

savings should ensure they bring their 

saving card in to get any dividend entered.  
 

Healthy Schools  
 

 
 

Kinloss Primary is a Health Promoting 

School. Can we also draw attention to the 

school policy on drinking water that it 

should be non fizzy plain or flavoured 

water contained in a water bottle. Cans or 

bottles of fizzy drink and stamina 

supplements are not permitted.  

 

 

Parking – Nursery / School 
 

 

 
A reminder to all parents. Please refrain 

from parking in the school car park. Use 

the drop off point only to drop off. If your 

car is parked and non attended we will 

contact the police to ask them to remove it 

from the premises. Recent issues with our 

bus for pupils being unable to access the 

bus layby area or get out due to a small 

number of parents who do not follow our 

requests is now putting pupils at risk.  
 

Access to School 

 

 

 

 

 
As with all schools we operate an open 

door policy. This we hope allows parents 

to access the school easily and also allows 

effective communication. Recently there 

have been a number of concerns from 

parents and staff relating to observing 

protocol when in the school. 
 

 Can we please remind all visitors 

to the school that we have a fully 

operational reception area which 

is generally staffed from 9.00am 

until 2.30pm. Excluding lunch 

time 12.15pm – 1.15pm 

 If the receptionist is not at the 

point then there is a bell to attract 

attention on the wall next to 

reception. 

 If you are required to go further 

than the reception area you will 

require a pass which is issued 

from the receptionist. 

 No parent should be entering the 

school by any other route than 

the front door. 
 

These simple guidelines are there to 

ensure the safety and wellbeing of all 

who use the school regardless of their 

role in the school. We would ask you 

to help us to ensure that this 



consistently happens across the 

community. 

 

Dogs in School Grounds 
 

 
 

Moray Council does not permit dogs 

within the school grounds with 

exception to registered Guide Dogs. 

Parents are reminded to refrain from 

bringing dogs into the school grounds 

including playing fields and to ensure 

that if dogs are being left outwith the 

grounds that they are securely 

restrained away from the gates. This 

includes carrying small dogs into the 

school. 
 

 

School Contact Details 
 

 
 

For new parents the school website 

address is:      

www.kinlossprimaryschool.org.uk 
 

To notify absence please use the THUS 

system as follows. This allows the main 

line into the school to remain operational. 

 

 Dial – 0870 054 9999 

 Enter the school PIN number 

031300 

 Confirmation message you have 

selected Kinloss Primary School 

 Select option 2 to leave a non 

urgent message 

 To end call press # 

 

Admin staff can then pick up your 

message via the management system in the 

school. 
 

School Meal Tickets 
 

 

 

School lunch tickets continue to be an 

issue of concern. Pupils from P4 to P7 

must have a lunch ticket to access the 

school catering service. Currently a 

number of pupils regularly arrive at 

school with no packed lunch, no ticket 

and no money to pay for lunch. Whilst 

it is acceptable in an emergency to give 

the child a meal the ongoing issue with 

the same pupils is a major concern. As 

part of our school welfare we will be 

recording those who are regularly 

without lunch or the means to pay for 

lunch and as a duty of care and 

responsibility engaging with the family 

in the first instance. Failing a change in 

the situation we will then have to 

progress matters to Social Services as 

appropriate. 

 

Cycling, Scootering and Skate 

Boarding 
 

 
 

A reminder that pupils who cycle, skate 

board or scooter to school should refrain 

from cycling once they have entered the 

school grounds. Please note this rule also 

applies to parents who come to collect 

their children or drop them off at school. 

Pupils must ensure that their cycles etc are 

locked and secure. The Moray Council 

and school do not accept responsibility for 

the cycles etc whilst on school premises.  

Please ensure you take your bike home 

every night. Please also ensure you wear 

a cycle helmet to and from school.  
 

Moving 
 

 
 

If you are moving or are being posted and 

you have not informed the school can you 

do so as soon as possible to enable us to 

http://www.kinlossprimaryschool.org.uk/


ensure we have sufficient time to 

rearrange classes if required.  

 

Lost Property 

 

 
 

Please ensure your child’s belongings are 

clearly marked with their name and class 

as this helps us return items to the 

appropriate pupil. All lost property is 

taken to the Thrift Shop at the end of each 

term so unclaimed goods will be taken 

there at the Summer Break.  
 

Lateness 
 

 
 

An increasing number of pupils are 

already beyond the government target for 

arrival at school on time and as a result a 

number of parents will be receiving 

communication reminding them of their 

duty to ensure their children are in school 

at the start of the day. That is 8.55am for 

all pupils P1 – P7. If you are allowing 

your child to walk to school unsupervised 

then please ensure they leave in time to be 

in their lines prior to 8.55am.  
 

WoW 
 

 
 

All Moray schools are involved in WoW 

to encourage pupils, parents and carers to 

walk, cycle, scooter or park and stride to 

school at least four times a week. Children 

record when they walk to school using an 

online Travel tracker. Each month, 

children who have walked, or travelled 

actively, at least four times a week 

throughout the month receive a collectable 

badge. Different badge designs will be 

awarded each month based around a 

theme.  

 

For clarification to parents Park and Stride 

applies from Cumming Hall to the school 

not from the Drop Off area inside the 

school grounds. There is a parent app 

which can be accessed through the App 

Store and Google Play. Living Streets 

walk to school app. Kinloss continue to  

score exceptionally high across Scotland. 

 

School Travel Plan 

 

 
 

As part of the information we are 

gathering to support our request for 

traffic calming measures to the front of 

the school we will be asking parents 

through class DoJo to feed back any 

issues with child safety to and from 

school, particularly those in P6 and P7 

who cycle. Please support us by 

answering the question which will 

come from the Parent Council.  

 

Finally 

 

 
 

Many thanks to all who continue to 

support the school and the 

opportunities we offer our young 

people. As a parent helper, a driver, a 

support on trips, a game of football, 

netball, a member of the PSG or the 

Parent council. To those who manage 

along to parents night, open afternoon 



assemblies etc. Your support is valued 

and much appreciated.  

 

Robert Hair 

Head Teacher  
 

  


