
 

TITLE A MEETING OF THE KINLOSS PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY PARENT COUNCIL 

DATE 25 APRIL 2016 

START TIME 1720 hrs END TIME 1820 hrs 

ATTENDEES Robert Hair (HT), Sarah Theman, Lorraine Thomson, Morag Robertson, April Miller, Andrea Rowe, Amanda Reid, Anne 
Skene, Peter Sealey, Alison Nelmes, Lorna Creswell, Lindsay Gale 

APOLOGIES Amanda Reid, Claire Lawson 

ITEM Discussion/Decision Action 

Minutes Of Last 
Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting 07.03.16 were accepted as a true record. 
 

1 Matters Arising Morag reported that she had had no response at this time from Elaine Penny from further 
correspondence sent regarding the pavement/pupil issue.  Anne Skene requested that if no 
response received by the end of the week to let her know and she would chase as a Local 
Councillor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morag 

2 Treasurer’s 
Report 

The balance in the account is £647.50 and PC annual statement of account to be submitted to 

Moray Council 
 

3 Funding 
Application for 
Gratitude 
Programme  

Lorna introduced Lindsay Gale to the group.  Lindsay has applied to Money For Moray to offer 
gratitude and wellbeing workshops through Moray Council schools.  It is a 21 day programme 
which encourages both pupils and parents to get away from material objects and focus on the 
simple things they can be thankful for in life such as food, heat and friendship.  Lindsay has 
successfully delivered the course to a number of school on the West Coast and has received 
positive feedback from pupils, parents and teachers.  If the funding bid is successful and the 
course subsequently approved by Moray Council it may be of interest to Kinloss Primary although 

 

 



  

 

 
 
 

Sarah Theman 
Secretary  
Kinloss Parent Council 
16 June 2015 
 
Distribution: 
 
Robert Hair (email) Amanda Reid (email) 
Alison Nelmes (email) Morag Meldrum  (email) 
April Miller (email) Lorraine Thomson (email) 
Sarah Theman (email) Anne Skene (email) 

Robert was interested but it would all depend on budget  and existing tensions in teaching 
schedules – for 2 years Kinloss Primary has benefited form the Skills Force Team who have 
worked with P7 pupils during their transition to Secondary school to much benefit at no charge to 
the school.  This arrangement is now approaching its end and for it to continue this would be at a 
cost of £8000 per annum to the school.  There is no budget for this and is unlikely that the P7’s in 
the new school year will be able to participate.  The school also engages the services of Wild 
Things! at a cost of £250 per class for a 6 days over 6 weeks.  Lindsay clarified that her funding 
application would cover the costs for a number of schools in the Moray area to participate in the 
workshop but after the initial delivery it would be up to the HT/teachers to deliver alongside existing 
curricular requirements 

4 Head Teacher’s 
Report 

See Annexe A, B & C  

5 AOCB Andrea reminded members of the Chat n Chill morning to be held on Thurs 28th April at 9am. 

Anne informed the group that Moray Council Children and Young People Committee will be  
meeting later this week and will discuss school rezoning proposals.  It is proposed that the Kinloss 
catchment area change slightly along with all  Moray schools to improve sustainability and address 
pupil numbers.  It is believed that this will have more of an impact on the Forres schools than 
Kinloss.   
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Annexe A 
Head Teacher Report to Parent Council 

Monday 25th April 2016 

 Eco and Pupil Council continue to meet regularly with HT/DHT or both – full of ideas to 

improve the school  

 Ruth Douglas has been appointed to the post of liaison officer with 39 Eng. Has been in 

twice to school and has some ideas of what support we are seeking from the Base 

 HT/DHT are attending compulsory Named Person Training 

 Staff Changes – Miss Guthrie left to return to Perth before Easter and Miss Robb will 

return to Orkney in the summer. The posts have been advertised and interviewed and 

Miss Baker and Miss Henessey will be joining the school as permanent staff from August 

2016 

 Parent Nights were well attended – I have attached the two spread sheets showing 

attendance and also the feedback from the evaluations which you may find useful  

 Following the new fence around the willow tunnel we have asked the fencer to erect a 

4’0” fence around the wild garden area. This will be done as soon as he has capacity. We 

would like to place some tables and benches in the area of the willow tunnel and we are 

seeking support from the PC and the PSG to fund this purchase.  

 Within the context of school various classes. Stages and pupils have participated in the 

following – visit to the farm, science festival, school photographs, PSG Disco – great 

success, Sports Relief, Interschool Cross Country, Amazon Rainforest Opera 

Performance, Rugby training, kwik cricket training, photography, library quiz.  

 As part of the schools audit on pupil voice we worked with the P4 – P7 in the hall last 

week to ask some “big questions” – working on the premise that each child can 

contribute and we can see that and also see if there are issues in areas of school life. We 

hope over time to develop this into P1 – P3, and we hope that we can do some work on 

the Open afternoon with parents to get their views using the P5 and P6 pupils camera 

skills to record short interviews.  

 

 

Robert Hair 

Head Teacher 

25th April 2016  

 
 
 
 



  

 

Annexe B – Parent Night Attendance 

 

 
 
 

Class Teacher No Shows Parent Pupil Total 

Miss Stewart  14 13 14 

Miss Hardie  18 17 18 

Miss Laurie  18 16 18 

Miss Donald 1 20 16 21 

Mr Lunan/Mrs 
Wallace 

 22 21 22 

Mrs Norrie  20 19 20 

Miss Carter  25 21 25 

Mrs O’Shane  22 21 22 

Miss Robb     

Miss Mair  22 18 22 

Mr Rutherford 1 16 11 17 

Miss Thomson 1 17 15 18 

  17 13 17 

Mrs Riddell  not incl  not incl  not incl  not incl 

Ms Olsen  1 not inc 8 not inc 7  not inc 9 not inc 

     

Total 3 231 201 234 

 1.28% of 
those 

requesting 
appts. 

98.72% of 
requested 
appts or  

85.87% of 
roll 

85.90% of 
attendees or  

74.72% of 
roll 

234 is 
86.99%of the 

roll of 269 



  

 

 
Annexe C – Parents Evening Evaluation 

  Comments from Parental Forms 

1 Were able to arrange and 
were allocated with an 
appointment at a time 
indicated by yourself on 
the return slip. 

 31 responses all indicating were allocated the requested time slot  

2 Were you taken on time 
for your appointment  

 28 responses indicating yes on time 
 3 responses indicating they were taken earlier 

3 Was the discussion with 
the teacher about your 
child’s learning. If not 
please note what it was 
about.  

 30 responses indicate yes to this question 
 1 response simply said some but mostly behaviour 
 1 also asked about social interaction with others  
 1 followed on with transition into S1 
 2 followed on with discussion as to how they were settling in and the year 

grouping  
4 Did your child engage in 

the discussion about 
their learning with the 
teacher and share with 
you any of their work? 

 Teacher asked questions and directly discussed things with my child 
 Child listened to conversation and joined in and commented  
 Child full agreed to what teacher explained 
 Spoke about Golden Board work 
 My child was asked about their enjoyment of school and their learning 

preferences and responded 
 We all sat round the desk chatting in a relatively informal manner 
 The teacher included my child in the conversation 
 My child was very much encouraged to participate – teacher went through each 

curriculum area in adequate depth and asked my child their opinion as to how 
they were progressing in each one 



  

 

 Child was very quiet and did not expect teacher to share her penances with 
parent  

 Child was asked if had anything to say, was happy with the discussion and child 
spoke about maths which they enjoy 

 Initiated by teacher by engaging and giving input into all aspects of learning  
 Teacher involved my children asking for input and opinions 
 Asked if child agreed with comments and if they wanted to add anything  
 Child showed me her painting 
 Child showed her older brothers around the nursery 
 Teacher asked direct question to me child  
 Yes child engaged – shyly  
 Children were engaged in discussion but didn’t have time to show their work  
 From the 31 returns 4 children did not accompany their parents on parent 

evening  
5 Due to Teacher 

Conditions of Service and 
WTA we are limited with 
Parent Evenings. What 
other events do you 
know of in school which 
helps you understand or 
learn about your child’s 
learning over the year? 

 Happy with how the school program events are run at the moment  
 Open afternoons & mornings x 12 
 Chat and Chill mornings x 5 
 Assembly  x 11 
 School concert/show 
 Trips out as Parent Helper 
 The Boards  
 Class DoJo x 7 
 Newsletters x 2 
 Enterprise x 5 
 CfE Evening x 2 
 School fayres 
 Burns supper 
 Wall pictures  
 Class teacher keeps me well informed 



  

 

 My child also keeps me well informed of what he has been doing  
 Sports day 
 Homework 
 Parent Council 
 Many opportunities to develop parent understanding  
 

6 Are you able to attend 
the events we run? If not 
please let us know why.  

 I work and also have young baby x 3 
 Can depend on times as my husband may be away x 3 
 No due to work commitments x 2 
 29 of 31 respondents are able to attend most events 

7 Do you receive the HT 
newsletter? 

 Very helpful and informative and detailed x  
 Eventually when the school bag is emptied 
 Did not know about it.  
 30 out of 31 respondents receive and are aware of it.  

8 Do you use the school 
website to find out 
information? 

 Not really – tend to use class DoJo x 2 
 No – it’s out of date x 2 
 Use Kinloss Facebook page and Do Jo  
 Enough info in newsletter x 2 
 No need x 3 

9  Parental responsibility – 
homework engagement 

 Yes but we also have other activities outwith school to consider x 2 
 Not the suggested time due to after school activities and working parents  
 If they want help, need help but I check over x 3 
 Even with dad away and younger children I always take time to support 

homework  
 All respondents reported they support homework as part of their engagement 

with their child’s learning  
10 If offering 

support/training for 
 Anytime x 5  
 Mon/Tues 



  

 

parents when would be 
best  

 Nights x 10 
 Daytime x 7  
 Mornings x 4  
 Weekends 
 Friday x 2 

11 Does your child attend 
any of the after school 
clubs/activities  

 Gardening 
 Football x 8 
 Cross country  
 Netball x 2 
 Choir x 2 
 Room 13 x 2 
 Science 
 14 out of 31 returns indicated a no response however a number indicated this 

was due to other after school activities that they are already participating in 
such as swimming etc  

12 We are always seeking 
volunteers to run after 
school activities – do you 
have any skills  or are 
you able to help out? 

  Drama degree  
 If I can take my youngest child along I am happy to help out  
 No skills but happy to support 
 12 returns were left unmarked or with n/a 
 17 indicated no or due to work unable to help  

13 Would you consider 
being part of a working 
group to help lead 
change in the school? 

 22 returns were left blank or had no as their response 
 I help out when I can at Nursery  
 Already a member of the Parent Council 
 4 responses indicated yes 
 2 would consider it if asked 
 1 would do so if work flexibility permitted 



  

 

14 Any other comments  None – very happy with the set up  
 Good work from a well run school  
 Very happy with everything the school provides  
 Thank you! 
 Perhaps a Parent Council presence on parent Nights  
 Thank you for this time to find out my child’s progress x  
 Not enough time 
 Happy with everything  
 Understand why my child is asked to come to parent night, however it can limit 

what I can say to teacher – now we have class DoJo I can communicate directly as 
I don’t have time to come to see the teacher during the day  

 Satisfied with everything  
 Maybe a written report to take home – I’m not sure if this happens through the 

year x 2 ( new family) 
 Found it to be well organised, timely, informative – both teachers had good 

format 
 7 minutes isn’t very long to address ongoing issues that I know nothing about 

beforehand 
 


